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[Synodality is a] radically inclusive call not to leave anybody
behind.

The synod is participatory, collegial, grounded in and energized
by the creative spirit of God, affirming the nonviolent impulse

of listening dialogue and working through differences.

From this perspective, the synod can be understood as a
global, nonviolent practice to foster a more nonviolent church
and world...

the church must become more comfortable with open-ended
questions, and that being able to live with questions
unanswered and problems unsolved but still feeling peace [is
an essential part of synodality, or walking together as the
whole Church]



Truth-telling, Synodality, and Mission

Elissa:

explore the theological foundations
of truth-telling

Shane;:

the Catholic Church’s institutional
exercise of synodality

Action
Experiential learning

Creating space for the
Spirit

Affirmation of good
work already being
done

Live, concrete examples




Pope Paul VI
Ecclesiam Suam, 1964

The Church must
- Have a deepening self-knowledge

- Heroically and impatiently
struggle for renewal

- Enter into dialogue

https://denvercatholic.org/wp-content/uploads/20 1 9/05/Paolovi.jpg



Truth-telling is one aspect of a holistic process of dialogue;

within a context of reconciliation,
healing,
renewal,
and mission.



Synodality

....not a plan or a program to be
implemented” but "a style to be adopted”
that listens to the Spirit through the word
of God, prayer and adoration.

The Spirit is the protagonist...

...the Synod is an “ecclesial moment”, not a
parliament or an investigation into
opinions, but “an ecclesial moment” whose

protagonist is the Holy Spirit.

“Without the Spirit, there is no Synod.”




Synodality

Truth-telling is not:
» Simply arguing, or seeking to win
» Pre-ordained

» Purely a human exercise
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TRUTH-TELLERS:
DEBBIE

EDWARDS




TRUTH-TELLERS:
GRACIE
MORBITZER
&

KELLY
LATIMORE

"Hildegard of Bingen" by Gracie Morbitzer "Mama," by Kelly Latimore

https://www.ncronline.org/news/artists-dreadlocked-tattooed-icons-offer-fresh-take-saints



TRUTH-TELLERS:

FIRST NATIONS

e Uluru Statement from the Heart is an invitation to the

W il
...... . “-Ausm We ask Australians to accept our invitation to
AT
';..,.. vement of the Australian people for a better

e. We call fer the establishment of a First Nations Voice

enshrined in the &'nsht.u_tw Makarrata Commission to
. supervﬁ@cess of agreement=making and truth-telling about

W&» our history.
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TRUTH-TELLERS:
ROYAL

COMMISSION

FINAL REPORT WORKING WITH
CHILDREN

v

https://www.royalcommission.gov.au/child-abuse

CHECKS
REPORT

REDRESS AND
CIVIL LITIGATION
REPORT

CRIMINAL
JUSTICE
REPORT




*Stand up! Speak out!"
Sr joan Chittister
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Truth-telling

4

Truth-telling is:

» A feature of human authenticity
» Courageous and provocative

» Empowering




Truth-telling

4

Truth-telling is:
Parrhesia

» Bold, honest and free speech




After the last Consistory (Feb 2014), in which
the family was discussed, a Cardinal wrote to
me, saying:

what a shame that several Cardinals did not have
the courage to say certain things out of respect for
the Pope, perhaps believing that the Pope might
think something else.

This is not good, this is not synodality, because it
is necessary to say all that, in the Lord, one feels
the need to say: without polite deference,
without hesitation.

And, at the same time, one must listen with
humility and welcome, with an open heart, to
what your brothers say.

Synodality is exercised with these two
approaches.




“Speak with parrhesia
and listen with humility”




TRUTH-TELLING

|. Prophetic speech

2. The“Cry of the Poor”




|. PROPHETIC SPEECH

» Being attentive

Informed conscience
» Being intelligent

> Being responsible
: P Driven to express

» And being loving truth

» Being reasonable




|. PROPHETIC SPEECH

Royal Commission
inte Institutional Responses " 5 5
to Child Sexual Abuse Document library | Images & video library | Contact & support

» Being attentive

Royal Commission J

into Institutional Responses e\

to Chlld Sexual Abuse Carolyn's story, read by an actor takes Natalie's story, read by an actor, Margaret's story, read by an actor,
place in 2000 at an Anglican boys' features a Catholic priest who visited takes place at a Salvation Army
school where her son Tim was a her primary school in the 1980s. She children’s home in the 1960s. Margaret
student. was 11. was 11.

» 29,620 documents

> 3,928 videos of personal stories

Tracey's story, read by an actor, takes Scott's story, read by an actor, takes Donny'’s story read by an actor, takes
place at a Uniting Church school in the place at a state-run hostel in the place at a Lutheran Church-run
1980s. Tracey was 15. 1970s. Scott was 12. Aboriginal mission in the 1960s when

he was 8.
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|. PROPHETIC SPEECH
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|. PROPHETIC SPEECH
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» Being reasonable

https://www.nea.org/sites/default/files/legacy/2019/09/greta-climate-change.jpeg



|. PROPHETIC SPEECH

» Being loving






|. PROPHETIC SPEECH

» Signs of authenticity?

» Fruits of the Spirit?

> And me?




AUTHENTICITY
MEETS
AUTHENTICITY

» This is genuine dialogue

» Copes with differences in
experience & understanding

> Fosters conversion




2. THE CRY OF THE POOR

These situations have caused sister earth, along with all the
abandoned of our world, to cry out, pleading that we take
another course...

We are called to be instruments of God our Father, so that our
planet might be what he desired when he created it and
correspond with his plan for peace, beauty and fullness.

The problem is that we still lack the culture needed to confront this
crisis.

Laudato Si’ n.53
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cottmorrison-grace-tarﬁe-squanders-her—moment-20220 125-p59r62.html

https://historiansforhistory.wo
rdpress.com/2019/01/21/twel
ve-angry-men-the-forgotten-

militancy-of-the-womens-

suffrage-movement-by-amy-

swainston/

https://mycatholic.life/saints/saints-of-the-liturgical-
year/august-29the-beheading-of-st-john-the-baptist/
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TRUTH-TELLING NEEDS...
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" o Training

Conversion
Réconcmatlon ?
Discernment

o Open hearts and minds

e Space for the Spirit to breathe

-

o Permission to speak

4
% o Radical listening

| : Communion
o Patience a4
Participation
o A pastoral approach { Mission
& o Building partnerships & friendships A
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o How do we prepare ourselves as prophets? (remembering that this is one of our
baptismal callings)

o Where in ourselves do we need to open and expose ourselves more!?

o Commitment to conversion involves vulnerability. What does this mean to you!?

o How do we recognise and encourage the various forms of truth-telling in our
Church?

o And in its many different communities, including families, Catholic workplaces,
social services, parishes, dioceses, religious congregations, associations, groups,
etc.

o What are the barriers to truth-telling?
o How do we move then as faithful, Spirit-filled Christians in the world?
o Who may speak and be listented to? VWho has authority to speak?



THANK YOU




